SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2012   12:00 NOON
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, October 8, 2012 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller, Administrative Secretary, gave the invocation and Commissioner Don Boihem followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs, and Lucas Watkins,         

Absent:  Michael Williams
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary, Ernest Drake, III, William Joubert, William Evans,

Judge Ernest Drake, Jr.,  Melvin Toomer, Darrell Green,  Don Ellzey, Action News and Loretta Joiner with the Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and congratulations were extended to Ernest Drake, III and William Joubert on their recent appointment, by Governor Bobby Jindal, to serve as Commissioners on the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission. 
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the agenda.
It was moved by Commissioner Griggs and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission adopt the Agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, and Watkins   Nays:  None   Absent:  Williams
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its meeting held on Monday, September 17, 2012. Motion passed.  Yeas: Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, and Watkins Nays:  None   Absent:  Williams
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Commissioner/Treasurer Lucas Watkins presented the Financial Statements for the month ending September 30, 2012, which was provided in the Commissioners’ meeting packets. He reported that the total revenues were $ 12,475.57 and the total expenses were $29,106.44, leaving a negative net income of $16,630.87.  Also presented for the Commissioners’ review were an Income Statement Compared with Budget Report and a Balance Sheet for the period ending 
September 30, 2012. 
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission approve the financials, as presented, for the month ending September 30, 2012.  Motion passed.  Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, and Watkins Nays:  None    Absent:  Williams
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission amend its agenda to move forward with Item 1 Oath of Office, under New Business to officially swear in the new Commissioners. Motion passed. Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, and Watkins;  Nays:  None    Absent:  Williams
Judge Ernest Drake, Jr. administered the Oath of Office to Ernest Drake, III and William Joubert, who were recently appointed by Governor Bobby Jindal to serve as members of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission filling the vacancies of former Commissioners Don Bankston and J. Parker Layrisson.  

OLD BUSINESS:

1.  DOTD - Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

     a) Bulkhead Project Update 

A brief update was given by Director Dufresne on the previous meeting regarding the presentation that was given by a prospective tenant, Stone Oil Company. He also reported that there may be a need to modify the current bulkhead project application.  William Evans with URS Engineering will provide an update on the amendments that will take place with the current and the next Port Priority Application that was approved in 2012 and will be funded by LA-DOTD in the future.
William Evans, project engineer, gave a brief summary on the Port Manchac, SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322 ) Port Improvements, Bulkhead, Yard Hard Surfacing and Rail improvements Projects. Phase II - Yard Hard Surfacing, Bulkhead and Backfill (Phase II of SPN a578-53-0012).  Discussed were the amendments to the engineer’s contract and pending modifications to the bulkhead project, to include a dock fender system, mooring dolphins, and tie-back system to accommodate the perspective tenant, prior to advertising request for bid proposals.  He also discussed the latest compilation to the modifications data to the Bulkhead design plan that had been conducted relative to the Stone Oil Company seeking a short and long-term lease agreement for trans-loading petroleum products from rail to truck/barge at the Port Manchac terminal.  He was instructed by his principle that a resolution from the Commission for authorization would be needed prior to URS proceeding with the continuation of the Bulkhead Project for funding through the LA Dept. of Transportation Port Priority (2011) requesting future revisions to amend the design plan and specifications to include a spill containment area for the rail system and rail expansion. Resubmission of the application, on modifications of  plans and specifications, is due by December 1, 2012.
b)  Resolution:

It was moved by Commissioner Griggs and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission adopt a resolution authorizing Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to amend its recently submitted application with the LA Department of Transportation Port Priority (2011), requesting that revisions be made to design plans and specifications on the Port Manchac Transload Improvements project for the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission.  Motion passed. Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, Drake, Joubert and Watkins   Nays:  None    Absent:  Williams
2.  Whitney Investments

Director Dufresne informed the Commissioners that the documentation for the approved proposal from Whitney Investments Services is now complete.  The financial plan investment program will consist of a staggered yearly series of investments that will allow the Port to receive quarterly dividends returns and will be available as needed, based on the staggered system.  Copies of the documentation are on file and information will be forwarded to the Port’s bookkeeper. 

 3.  Invoice Payment Approval 
Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoice for the Commissioners’ review and payment approval.

         a)  Terry Construction Inv. 1090  Amt. $1,590.00  (Stone Oil Preparations) 

         b) Michelli Scales (Proposal for Scale- Isaac Damages)  Est. $10,150.        
         c) Stranco Inc. (Dumpster) Inv. 10388  Amt. $400.00

        d) Capital One – (Statement Sept w/late fee & int. added) ) $110.64

         e) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage – Inv. 91217 Amt. $ 700.00 and Inv. # 91218  Amt.$332.50

         f) Gill Water Well Drilling, LLC  (Quote #2378)  Amt. $550
        g) Triple B Construction  (Elec.Gate damages Isaac) Inv. 11214  Amt. $7,233.00

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Griggs, that the Commission approve payment

on the invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed.  Roll call vote 5 Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Drake, Griggs, and Watkins   Abstained:  Joubert   Absent: Williams  
4. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
      a)  Stone Oil
Director Dufresne reported that since the last meeting, on  September 17, 2012, the Stone Oil Company had a Bio-Environment test performed on a small area of Port property that previously contained a small rail dock/loading platform with battery chip materials.  The Port, in coordination with LA DEQ, had the area cleaned; however, the Stone Oil Company preferred having the area tested for their own liability reasons.  The pending environmental test result must be documented before proceeding with the initial six month lease agreement.
5.  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie Shoring for monies

      due.          
* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss prospective litigation.

        Item was tabled.  There was no need to go into an executive session at this time.
NEW BUSINESS:

1.   Oath of Office

       a) Ernest G. Drake, III

       b)  William F. Joubert

The agenda was amended to move The New Business Item forward. (See Above)
Remarks:

Port Director Patrick Dufresne and President Ferrara congratulated the two new Commissioners and stated that they  look forward to working with both as they will be a great addition to the Commission. 

The present Commissioners also congratulated and welcomed the new members and look forward to having them aboard.  

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs, Drake, Joubert  and Watkins ; Nays: 0  Absent: Williams
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30
                                                                                                  ___________________________

                                                                                                  Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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